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SUBJECT: YUGOSLAV VETERANS' ORGANIZATION INVITES WORLD WAR 
II AIR FORCE/OSS OEFICER TO 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

1 . THE FEDERATION OF VETERANS' ASSOCIATIONS OF YUGOSLAVIA 
HAS INVITED MELVIN O. BENSON, FORMER U.S.ARMY AND OSS OFEICER 
WHO WAS FIRST AMERICAN TO JOIN TITO'S PARTISANS (AUGUST 
1943), TO ATTEND MAY 8-9 CELEBRATION OE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ALLIED VICTORY IN WORLD WAR II. THE EEDERATION WILL PAY 

ALL OF HIS EXPENSES. 

2. BENSON HAS BEEN TO YUGOSLAVIA TWICE IN RECENT YEARS, 

MOST RECENTLY IN MAY 1970 WHEN HE WAS GUEST AT 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF WORLD WAR II VICTORY. 

3. BENSON SERVED AS CONSULTANT TO HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE FROM 1962 TO 1973. 

4. BENSON PLANS TO ARRIVE IN BELGRADE FROM ROME AT 3:05 PM 
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MAY 7 VIA JU-40I. HE DOES NOT RPT NOT EXPECT TO BE MET OR 
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ESCORTED BY THE EMBASSY BUT WOULD APPRECIATE A BRIEEING ON 
CURRENT YUGOSLAV POLITICAL SCENE. HE WILL TELEPHONE EMBASSY. 
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